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Welcome to Kindergarten! 

 

Congratulations! You are a kindergarten student! I am               

so excited to be your kindergarten teacher! I have lots                   

of fun activities planned for September. Over the               

summer, remember to keep practicing your letters and               

numbers. Look for them wherever you go! Please               

practice writing your name correctly every chance you               

get. Remember it is the most important word you will                   

ever learn! 

 

I am looking forward to hearing about all the books you                     

read with your family and all the exciting adventures                 

you have during the summer months. Please create and                 

make entries into a “Summer Journal” to share with our                   

class in the fall. Some suggestions you might include                 

are places you go, favorite things, books you read, etc.  

 

I am looking forward to getting to know you better in                     

September. Have a great summer! 
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Dear Parents, 

Reading is fun and exciting! The summer is a great time to dive into a good 

book. It is important to continue to provide varied reading experiences over the 

summer. This will help to reinforce sight words, phonics skills, comprehension, and 

concepts of print. 

Children and parents should spend a minimum of 15 minutes per day engaged 

in some type of reading experience. This would include reading to your child, with 

your child, or your child reading to you. When reading with your child, encourage 

him/her to identify and read the sight words learned in Kindergarten. Your child 

can use pictures or clues to help identify new words and phonics skills. Another 

good strategy is to ask your child questions at the end of each book to make sure 

he/she understands what has been read. 

Please try to have your child complete 8 journal entries this summer. This 

works out to be one book and one journal entry per week. If you would like to 

complete more, go for it! 

Each journal entry is a little different, so before beginning one, look through 

the packet and choose the entry that best suits the book your child read. Please 

have your child draw and write an answer for each question. 

In First Grade we learn to stretch out our words like a rubber band when we 

spell. You can begin practicing sound spelling over the summer and encourage your 

child to stretch out his/her words when responding to the questions. Sound 

Spelling, also known as Inventive Spelling, helps your child become a more confident 

and comfortable writer. We do not expect your child to spell words correctly. 

Please send in the completed summer reading packet on the first day of 

First Grade. Have fun!  

 

 

   

 

  
 

 

 

 



________________’s 

First Grade 

Summer Reading Journal 

  

 

  
Title_____________________________________

Author____________________________________

Illustrator_________________________________ 

What was your favorite part of the book? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw your favorite part below. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 



Title_____________________________________

Author____________________________________

Illustrator_________________________________ 

Who was your favorite character in the book? 

Why do you like this character? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw your favorite character below. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title_____________________________________ 

Author____________________________________ 

Illustrator_________________________________ 

What was the funniest part of the book? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw the funniest part below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title_____________________________________ 

Author____________________________________ 

Illustrator_________________________________ 

Did you like this book?  Why or why not? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw a picture of how you feel about this book. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title_____________________________________ 

Author____________________________________ 

Illustrator_________________________________ 

What was the most interesting thing you learned from 

this book? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw what you learned below. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title_____________________________________ 

Author____________________________________ 

Illustrator_________________________________ 

What do you think the author wanted you to learn from 

reading this book? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw what the author wanted you to learn. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title _____________________________________ 

Author____________________________________ 

Illustrator_________________________________ 

If you could be friends with a character from this 

book, who would it be and what would you do together? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw you and the character having fun together. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title_____________________________________ 

Author____________________________________ 

Illustrator_________________________________ 

Think about the book you read.  If you could change 

something in the book, what would it be? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Draw a new illustration for the part of the book you 

changed. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You should be very proud of all of the books you read 

this summer! 

  

Which book was your favorite? 

_________________________________________ 

  

Why was this book your favorite? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
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Welcome to Second Grade 
 
Congratulations to you! You have worked so             
hard learning all that you need to know in                 
first grade! I am super excited for you to be                   
in my second grade class. 
 
I am sending home two summer reading             
book reports and a bit of review to keep                 
your brain working over the lazy days of               
summer! 
 
I hope you have had a great summer and                 
are ready to get back to school and LEARN                 
lots of new things in the fall! 
 
Enjoy the sunny summer days, 
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Summer Reading Plan 
The summer is a great time to dive into good books! You have 

become fantastic readers in second grade!  Keep it up all summer 
long! Most importantly, remember to have fun while you read!  

Find or make a special place to read: 
● in a pillow fort  
● under the bed  
● under a tree in the shade 
● on the beach or by the pool 
● in a car, train, or airplane 
● in a comfy chair  

 
Get new books or material to read: 

● from home 
● library 
● book store 
● ipad/kindle 
● swap/trade with a friend 

 Children should spend a minimum of twenty minutes each day engaged 
in some type of reading experience. This can include reading to your 
child, with your child, or your child reading to you. Keep track of the 
time spent reading on the attached reading log! You might be amazed at 
how much your child can read! In addition, this summer your child will 
become a part of a Third Grade Reading Scavenger Hunt to engage your 
child in reading all summer long! At the end of this adventure, your child 
is asked to complete one book report on their favorite book that they 
have read this summer.  

I  can’t wait to hear all about the great books your child has read! 
Have fun! 

 



Third Grade Summer Reading Scavenger Hunt 
 

 
This summer we are going on a scavenger hunt to find and read 

some amazing books! 
Attached is a map containing clues for genres and types of 

books that we want you to find and read this summer!  
Your goal: To read at least six books that each fit one of the 

descriptions on your scavenger hunt map! 
Want an extra challenge, read more and see how many clues 

you can check off by the end of the summer!  
Remember: As you are reading, make sure to fill out your 

reading log to keep track of all your hard work, and when the 
book is completed, check it off your scavenger hunt map.  

Upon the completion of six scavenger hunt books, pick your 
favorite and complete the attached book report on that book! 
Last but not least, remember to turn in all your hard work 

during the first week of Third Grade!   
Get excited to read! 

 



Third Grade Book Report         
 

Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 
Title of Book: __________________________________________________________________________ 
Author: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Illustrator:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Setting: (Where and when did the story take place?)  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Main Characters:  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Problem (What was the biggest dilemma in the story?) 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Solution (How was the problem solved?) 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Summary: (In your own words, what happened in the story? Remember to use transition words like first or next) 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Favorite Part: 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Draw a picture that illustrates your favorite part:  
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Directions:  You are responsible for completing 3 response entries, one 
for each book.  For each response, you must choose one question 
and answer it in complete sentences.  To receive full credit, you must 
answer the questions completely and thoughtfully.  Responses are due 
the first day of fourth grade.  Be sure to choose different questions 
for each of your responses.  
 
Reading Response Questions 
 

1. Write what happened at the beginning, middle and end of the book 
that you read.  

2. Compare a character in the book you are reading to someone 
you know.  What are the similarities and differences between 
them? 

3. Did the author spark your interest?  If yes, refer to parts of 
the book where your interest was sparked and explain how it 
was sparked.  If not, what could you change to make the book 
more interesting? Explain. 

4. Change one part of the story.  Explain how it would affect the 
ending of the book.  

5. Write a letter to one of the book’s characters and tell him/her 
why you like or dislike to be that character. 

6. Think of one decision that a character in the story made.  Decide 
whether or not you would have made the same decision.  Explain 
why you would have or wouldn’t have made the same decision. 
Give specific examples to support your answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fourth Grade Summer Reading 
 

Name ___________________________ 
 
 

Book 1 
 

Title:  Frindle 
 

Author:  Andrew Clements 
 

Illustrator:  Brian Selznick 
 

Book 2 
 

Title:  ______________________________ 
 

Author:  ______________________________ 
 

Illustrator:  ________________________________ 
 
 

Book 3 
Title:  ______________________________ 

 
Author:  ______________________________ 

 
Illustrator:  ________________________________ 
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5th Grade Summer Reading  
Wandell School 

Directions:   
● Students entering the 5th grade must read the book  

No Talking by Andrew Clements.  
Students should be prepared to discuss this book in class.  

***Fifth Grade Required Reading Book*** 
              No Talking by Andrew Clements 
Dave Packer’s fifth-grade classmates are so talkative and difficult to 
quiet down that the teachers have named them “The Unshushables.” 
Dave has just read about Mahatma Gandhi and learned that the man 
practiced silence one day a week to bring order to his mind.  Though 
Dave likes to talk nonstop, he’s determined to give the idea a try.  An 
encounter with Lyndsey, another catterbox, sparks the boys and girls 
into challenging each other to a no-talking contest for 48 hours.  They 
can answer direct questions from adults with three word sentences, but 
must otherwise remain silent.  The teachers are bewildered at the 
extreme change in the kids until several of them figure out what’s going 
on.  Principal Hiatt demands that the quiet students return to their 
normal behavior.  When the children continue with their silent ways, 
Dave finds himself at the center of the controversy.  
 

● Students must also choose TWO additional books to read over the 
summer Please see the attached suggested book list. Students 
may read books that are not on the suggested book list.   

● Students will complete a Reading Response Book Report for each 
of the three books they read. Please complete each Reading 
Response Book Report using details from text .  Responses can be 
typed or should be written in neat handwriting.  Be sure to  bring 



the Reading Response Book Reports to class on the first day of 
school. 

 
Thank you, 
Mrs. English & Ms. Penna 

  
 

5th Grade Summer Reading Book List  
 
The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer L. Holm 208 pages 
Eleven-year-old Ellie Cruz's life changes dramatically when her mother brings a teenage 
boy home one night and she learns it is her estranged grandfather. Melvin is a scientist 
who has figured out how to reverse aging and is now 13 again. Tensions are high 
between Melvin and his adult daughter, Ellie's mother, but Ellie feels like she now has 
the opportunity to really get to know her grandfather. Her interest in science blossoms, 
and she is eager to help Melvin retrieve the jellyfish specimen he used in his 
experiments so he can publish his discovery. Fascinated, Ellie learns about the work of 
Jonas Salk, Robert Oppenheimer, and Marie Curie. But as she learns more, she realizes 
that scientific discoveries often have unforeseen consequences. Readers are carried 
along with Ellie as she navigates old and new friendships in her first year in middle 
school with the added complication of her teenage grandfather at the same school. 
Short chapters keep the story moving at an engaging pace, and the interactions among 
the characters will easily hold readers' interest. Ellie's growing relationship with her 
grandfather helps her make discoveries about herself. 
 
Loot by Jude Watson 272 pages  
Twelve-year-old March McQuinn has lived a life that many kids can only dream 
about—world travel, no school, and exciting hijinks—but it comes at a cost. He has 
always felt as though something, or someone, was missing from his life. So when his 
father, the notorious jewel thief Alfie McQuinn, falls to his death during a burglary, 
March is left completely alone. That is, until he is reunited with his long-lost twin sister 
Jules, who has been traveling with their aunt's street performance group. Following a 
quick stint in a group home and armed only with street smarts and Alfie's clues, the 
twins and their friends set out to finish Alfie's last heist before Alfie's rivals do. 
 
Finding Serendipity  by Angelica Banks 228 pages 
Tuesday McGillycuddy's mom is the world-famous writer Serendipity Smith. If 
Serendipity is not off promoting herself on TV and radio, then she is holed away in her 
room working on her children's novels. Tuesday can't wait until her mom completes 
"Vivienne Small and the Final Battle" so they can spend more time together. Then 



Serendipity mysteriously disappears. Tuesday soon finds the words "The End" spelled 
out in shimmering, silver letters floating in the air above the keyboard and believes it's a 
clue to her mom's whereabouts. Typing her own story produces similar silvery words 
that entwine and carry her and her faithful dog Baxterr to a land where all books are 
created. Tuesday is convinced she will find her mom here. Though warned against doing 
so by a kindly librarian in this magical realm, Tuesday enters the world of her mother's 
book and soon embarks on exciting adventures with Vivienne Small. Threatened by 
bloodthirsty pirates and menacing Captain Mothwood, Vivienne and Baxterr are in 
extreme danger and Tuesday's creative writing skills must save them from this dire 
predicament.  
 
Regarding the Fountain by Kate Klise 138 pages 
When the principal asks a fifth-grader to write a letter regarding the purchase of a new 
drinking fountain for their school, he finds that all sorts of chaos results. 
 
 
 
The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau 270 pages 
The City of Ember is dying. Twelve-year-old Lina and her friend Doon trade jobs on 
Assignment Day and work together to try to save their beloved but decaying city.  
 
The Island of Dr. Libris by Chris Grabenstein 265 pages 
Billy is not thrilled to be spending the summer in a cabin on a lake in the middle of 
nowhere. His mom and dad aren't together, and he's worried this change may be 
permanent. Their cabin is owned by Dr. Libris, who also owns the mysterious island in 
the lake. With a lack of technology, and bullies as neighbors, Billy resorts to searching 
for a key to open the bookcase in Dr. Libris' study. What he unlocks brings classic books 
to life—when he reads the books, he hears the action somehow occurring on the island. 
Curious, he ventures out to the island to explore and discovers the 
unbelievable—somehow the stories he is reading are actually happening. When he 
meets Hercules, Zeus, Robin Hood, Tom Sawyer, and others, he becomes embroiled in 
their adventures and unwittingly causes the storylines to collide. When Billy brings his 
neighbors, Walter, and Walter's sister, out to the island, they all face treacherous foes 
including the giant from Jack in the Beanstalk and a space lizard from Walter's comic 
book. Billy is left trying to figure out whether Dr. Libris is behind everything, whether 
his own mind may be the culprit, and whether or not he can use the island to help save 
his parents' marriage. 
 
The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger 141 pages 
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger 
puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether 
or not the puppet can really predict the future. Includes instructions for making 
Origami Yoda.  



 
The Life of Me (Enter at Your Own Risk) by Henry Winkler 256 pages 
When Ms. Adolf hurts her back in a tango contest and goes on long term leave, Mr. Rock 
(the music teacher) is called in as the sub. Hank is psyched . . . until Mr. Rock suggests 
that Hank attend an after-school reading program, which means he’ll miss tae kwon do. 
But when Hank gets a crush on a girl in the reading program, and when Mr. Rock says 
that instead of writing his autobiography (a class assignment), Hank can present his life 
in scrapbook form, well . . . life’s looking good. Then Hank finds out that his crush is 
actually the cousin of his nemesis, McKelty!   WANDELL E-reader SELECTION 
 
Nothing’s Fair in the Fifth Grade  by Barthe DeClements 256 pages 
A fifth grade class, repelled by the overweight new student who has serious home 
problems, finally learns to accept her.   WANDELL E-reader SELECTION 
 
George’s Marvelous Medicine  by Roald Dahl 96 pages 
George is alone in the house with his Grandma – the most horrible Grandma that ever 
was. She is grouchy and grizzled and grumpy. Luckily, George knows how to cure her of 
her bad attitude. He decides to brew up an extra-special remedy – a Grandma Medicine. 
He mixes together all sorts of things and creates the most marvelous medicine for his 
grouchy grandma. The problem is, George doesn't know exactly what his medicine will 
do. From growing into a gigantic ball of air, to growing so tall that she bursts through 
the ceiling, George's medicine has a number of amazing and hilarious results. In the 
meantime, George struggles to get the magical effects of his medicine under control. 
 
Fantastic Mr. Fox  by Roald Dahl 96 pages 
Fantastic Mr. Fox lives with his wife and four little foxes. In order to feed his family, he 
steals food from the cruel, brutish farmers named Boggis, Bunce, and Bean every night. 
Finally tired of being constantly outwitted by Mr. Fox, the farmers attempt to capture 
and kill him. The foxes escape in time by burrowing deep into the ground. The farmers 
decide to wait outside the hole for the foxes to emerge. Unable to leave the hole and steal 
food, Mr. Fox and his family begin to starve. Mr. Fox devises a plan to steal food from the 
farmers by tunneling into the ground and borrowing into the farmer's houses. 

 
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 288 pages 

Another novel focused on kindness and being your true self, Fish in a Tree is the story of 
a girl named Ally who has mastered the art of hiding her inability to read…that is, until 
her new teacher, Mr. Daniels, figures it out and helps Ally see that she doesn’t need to be 
ashamed of having dyslexia. 

 
The Tale of Despereaux  by Kate DiCamillo 272 pages 
Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, stories, 
and a princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the 
darkness and covets a world filled with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a 



slow-witted serving girl who harbors a simple, impossible wish. These three characters 
are about to embark on a journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon, up 
into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each other's lives. 
 
Maniac Magee  by Jerry Spinelli 180 pages  
Maniac Magee is a folk story about a boy, a very excitable boy. One that can outrun dogs, 
hit a homerun off the best pitcher in the neighborhood, tie a knot no one can undo. 
"Kid's gotta be a maniac," is what the folks in Two Mills say. It's also the story of how this 
boy, Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee, confronts racism in a small town, tries to find a 
home where there is none and attempts to soothe tensions between rival factions on the 
tough side of town. Presented as a folk tale, it's the stuff of storytelling. "The history of a 
kid," says Jerry Spinelli, "is one part fact, two parts legend, and three parts snowball." 
And for this kid, four parts of fun. 
 
Lawn Boy by Gary Paulsen 96 pages 
Learning the workings of the free-market economy has never been more fun than in 
this tall tale of entrepreneurship set in Eden Prairie, MN. When the narrator's 
grandfather gives him an old rider mower for his 12th birthday, his life changes; he 
senses "some kind of force behind it." Almost as soon as he figures out how to run it, the 
boy is in business—by the second day he has eight jobs. When he mows the lawn of 
Arnold Howell, an aging hippie e-trader, the cash-poor man offers a stock-market 
account in lieu of payment. Arnold not only invests the money; he also offers business 
advice. Soon lawn boy has a partner, 15 employees, a lot of money invested in the 
market, and a prizefighter. Chapter headings suggest business principles behind what is 
happening. Throughout the tale, the narrator is innocent of his success as he rises early 
each morning to begin each job, eats lunch on the mower, and longs for a less-hectic 
summer vacation. 
 
Wonder  by R.J Palacio 316 pages 
August (Auggie) Pullman was born with a facial deformity that prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school - until now. He's about to start 5th grade at Beecher Prep, 
and if you've ever been the new kid then you know how hard that can be. The thing is 
Auggie's just an ordinary kid, with an extraordinary face. But can he convince his new 
classmates that he's just like them, despite appearances? 
 
 
Wonder  by Gordon Korman 256 pages 
Chase fell off his roof and wakes up in the hospital not remembering anything about 
himself. He soon discovers he was not a nice person, not the kind of person he wants to 
be. When he can't play football and joins the video club, he is friends with other 8th 
graders who he had previously terrorized. As Chase comes to terms with his past and 
who he wants to become, there are certainly rocky times. But you will cheer with him as 
he gets the chance to restart his life. 



 
Holes  by Louis Sachar 265 pages 
A boy is wrongfully sent to a brutal camp, where the camp warden and her staff force 
the children in their care to mysteriously dig holes all day long in the desert. Their 
rehabilitation is questioned, as they think something sinister is involved. 
 
Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library  by Lois Sachar 304 pages 
Twelve-year-old Kyle Keeley would much rather play video games and solve puzzles 
than pick up a book. But when he hears the announcement that his hero, the famous 
game maker Luigi Lemoncello, has designed the new public library in his small Ohio 
town, Kyle can’t wait to get inside. Lucky for Kyle, he lands an early, all-access pass to 
the library along with 11 of his classmates. The event promises to be filled with food, 
games and prizes. 
 
El Deafo by Cece Bell 248 pages 
El Deafo is about a girl called Cece who suddenly becomes deaf so she goes to deaf school 
for one year then gets a really good hearing aid which means she goes back to her old 
school. But her hearing aid looks really weird and everything seems really difficult 
about making friends. She kind of wants to go back to her deaf school. She makes new 
friends in the year below her and one boyfriend who finds her totally cool.Everything 
seems to be going well but then Cece hurts her eye and needs to get glasses. 

Resistance by Jennifer A Nielsen 400 pages CHALLENGE 
Chaya Lindner is a teenager living in Nazi-occupied Poland. Simply being Jewish places 
her in danger of being killed or sent to the camps. After her little sister is taken away, 
her younger brother disappears, and her parents all but give up hope, Chaya is 
determined to make a difference. Using forged papers and her fair features, Chaya 
becomes a courier and travels between the Jewish ghettos of Poland, smuggling food, 
papers, and even people. Soon Chaya joins a resistance cell that runs raids on the Nazis' 
supplies. But after a mission goes terribly wrong, Chaya's network shatters. She is alone 
and unsure of where to go, until Esther, a member of her cell, finds her and delivers a 
message that chills Chaya to her core, and sends her on a journey toward an even larger 
uprising in the works — in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas  by John Boyne 216 pages CHALLENGE 
During World War II, 8-year-old Bruno (Asa Butterfield) and his family leave Berlin to 
take up residence near the concentration camp where his father (David Thewlis) has just 
become commandant. Unhappy and lonely, he wanders out behind his house one day 
and finds Shmuel (Jack Scanlon), a Jewish boy of his age. Though the barbed-wire fence 
of the camp separates them, the boys begin a forbidden friendship, oblivious to the real 
nature of their surroundings. 

 
 



 
 
 
Who Could That Be at this Hour?  by Lemony Snicket  272 pages  CHALLENGE 
In this "autobiographical" mystery, a teenaged Lemony Snicket recounts his early 
experiences as an apprentice to S. Theodora Markson, a pretentious woman who is not 
remotely as intelligent as she pretends. The two travel to the formerly seaside (but now 
not) town of Stain'd-by-the-Sea to investigate the theft of, what they are told, is a 
priceless heirloom. The identity of the culprit is obvious. Or is it? There's much more to 
this case than meets the eye. To uncover what's really going on, the inquisitive Snicket 
must figure out who he can trust and which questions to ask before it's too late. This 
fast-paced whodunit is likely to leave readers with questions of their own. 
 
 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  195 pages CHALLENGE 
Brian Robeson, 13, is the only passenger on a small plane flying him to visit his father in 
the Canadian wilderness when the pilot has a heart attack and dies. The plane drifts off 
course and finally crashes into a small lake. Miraculously Brian is able to swim free of 
the plane, arriving on a sandy tree-lined shore with only his clothing, a tattered 
windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present. The novel 
chronicles in gritty detail Brian's mistakes, setbacks, and small triumphs as, with the 
help of the hatchet, he manages to survive the 54 days alone in the wilderness. Paulsen 
effectively shows readers how Brian learns patience to watch, listen, and think before 
he acts as he attempts to build a fire, to fish and hunt, and to make his home under a 
rock overhang safe and comfortable. 
 
 
 
The War That Saved My Lie  by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 316 pages
CHALLENGE 
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated 
by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of 
London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. So 
begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take 
the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for 
German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in 
the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada 
and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother? 
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Reading Response Book Report (No Talking by Andrew 

Clements) 
 
 

Name:____________________________________________  
Title: No Talking 
Author: Andrew Clements 
 
Genre: 

realistic fiction  fantasy  historical fiction  adventure 

science fiction  mystery  non-fiction  biography 

 

Character  Description 

   

   

   

 
Tell how a character has changed over the course of the novel: 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 



 

Setting (Time and place): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
Conflict (Describe the main character’s problem): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Resolution (Describe how the problem was solved): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Plot (Sequence the main events from the story): 

1)_________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
2)________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
3)________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 



4)________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
5)_________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Theme (What has the character learned over the course of the 
novel?): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Review: I do/do not recommend this book because…(Support with 
details from the text) 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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Name:____________________________________________ 
Title:______________________________________________ 
Author:____________________________________________  
 
 
Genre: 

realistic fiction  fantasy  historical fiction  adventure 

science fiction  mystery  non-fiction  biography 

 

Character  Description 

   

   

   

 
Tell how a character has changed over the course of the novel: 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 



Setting (Time and place): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Conflict (Describe the main character’s problem): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Resolution (Describe how the problem was solved): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Plot (Sequence the main events from the story): 

1)_________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
2)________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 



3)________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
4)________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
5)_________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
Theme (What has the character learned over the course of the 
novel?): 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Review: I do/do not recommend this book because…(Support with 
details from the text) 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 


